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From Our Pastor
People are searching, longing, hoping, and God sent Jesus on mission to help those who are far 
from God fi nd new life in Him. Jesus came on mission to seek and save those wrapped in the dark 
shroud of sin’s grip, and He created His church to do the same. 
    First Baptist Norfolk’s vision calls us to raise up hundreds of leaders who will take thousands of 
people on a courageous adventure of hope. Fueled by the power of the Holy Spirit and His Word, 
we are developing teams transformed by Jesus to radiate His rescuing light into the darkness 
of our world. Like a fl eet of lightships in dark and turbulent seas, we are illuminating the way to 
peace for those captured in the menacing waves of misery and helping them fi nd refuge in the 
hope that Jesus alone off ers.
    Live the Mission isn’t a slogan for our church; it is the very substance of our activity. I pray that 
you and I might catch a glimpse of God’s work through this family of faith to help those far from 
God fi nd life in Christ. I pray that we celebrate the mission of Christ being lived by His people sent to display God’s glory in the seven cities of 
Hampton Roads, northern Virginia, South Dakota, Nepal, Canada, Peru, India, Spain, Malawi, Philippines, Uruguay, Israel, France, East Asia, and 
Southeast Asia. 
    May God in His grace inspire and motivate us to embrace obedience through fulfi lling His mission.

    In the fi elds,

Live the Mission Magazine is an annual publication of the Missions Ministry of First Baptist Norfolk. 
The goal of the magazine is to inform, inspire, and help engage members of First Baptist Norfolk, 
and all other followers of Jesus, in mission opportunities that advance the gospel of Jesus Christ. To 
learn more about First Baptist Norfolk or our Missions Ministry, visit us at fi rstnorfolk.org or contact 
us at 757.461.3226.

ON THE COVER: A joy-fi lled baptism celebration takes place at La Chapelle, one of our partner churches in Montreal, Canada.

Spain
We are excited about a new partnership opportunity that is available 
to us and our state convention, the Southern Baptist Conservatives of 
Virginia (SBCV). After helping plant a church in the state of Catalonia 
in Spain, the Spanish Baptist Union requested we consider providing 
training for the churches, pastors, and lay leaders for the entire country.
    This is a God-sized task, and we are grateful to the SBCV as they 
join us in this partnership. We are trusting that the Lord will provide 
a way for this ministry to start in early 2017. The plan is to have our 
people provide training in evangelism, discipleship, church planting, 
and pastoral care.
    The Spanish Baptist Union is in a place where they recognize the 
need to do things diff erently as they see little growth among the 
evangelical churches in their country. We believe this openness to 
change provides a wonderful opportunity to reach the country for 
the kingdom.
    Please pray for God’s favor for partner churches in both Spain 
and the U.S. to join together in this season of cooperation for God’s 
glory. Pray for unity of spirit for the leadership in each organization, 
so we can have the greatest impact on lostness in this country where 
there is less than 1 percent of the population who would consider 
themselves evangelical Christians.

Eric Thomas, Senior Pastor

Pastor Eric speaks with church planters 
and pastors in Montreal, Canada
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Nepal
What devastation this small Asian country has experienced over this 
past year. In addition to a major earthquake that destroyed entire 
villages, they have experienced heavy rains resulting in mudslides 
(one killed more than 1,400 people) and flooding. It seems like they 
are just recovering from one disaster when another happens.
    In the midst of this destruction and loss of lives, God is moving 
in a powerful way. Through the love and care of Southern Baptists 
and our global disaster relief agency, Baptist Global Response, 
many Nepalese have come to faith in Christ. Nepal is currently the 
No. 1 country in the world for new believers per percentage of their 
population!
    New churches are being built, evangelism and discipleship are 
going strong, and lives are being transformed as the name of Jesus 
is being proclaimed. This is a window of opportunity for Christians 
to make a difference in this country where great persecution has 
taken place, and where the gospel can be thwarted at any moment. 
Please pray for our IMB personnel, as well as a host of pastors and 
lay leaders who are working hard to make a powerful difference in 
this nation.

Cambodia
Cambodia was a new mission journey for our church this year. Our 
team was blessed to meet evangelical pastors from 15 provinces and 
develop a strategy for partnership in 2017 and beyond.
    One of the key areas of cooperation seems to be in ministry to 
university students in the capital city of Phnom Penh. Since most of 
the universities are located there, students from all over the country 
come to this city for university-level work. Most of these universities 
do not have dorms for the students, so they must stay with relatives 
or find a cheap place to live.
    New Life Church, a local body of believers, has purchased two 
houses near the universities and converted them into dorms where 
the students only pay for utilities. They attend Bible studies and 
regular worship services at New Life. They have seen many of these 
students become followers of Christ and return to their hometowns 
as missionaries.
    This is just one of the opportunities we are considering as a way 
to reach the people of Cambodia through partnerships with local 
churches like New Life. Please pray for God to continue to provide 
clarity as to what our role should be in sharing the good news.
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Big Serve
Despite unfavorable weather conditions, First Baptist Norfolk was 
able to mobilize hundreds of volunteers to serve three communities 
near the church building. We had already been reaching out to these 
communities through surveys on how we could serve them or their 
neighbors, and invitations to events like Vacation Bible School,  
Children’s Camp, Student Camp, etc.
    Although some members served during the week in different areas 
of Hampton Roads, most of our volunteers came out on Sunday, Sept. 
4. Though the weather had not been great on Saturday, God provided 
a beautiful, sunny day for our Block Parties held at three local schools: 
Easton Preschool, Fairlawn Elementary, and Poplar Halls Elementary. 
Many conversations took place, relationships were built, and we saw 
members of these communities attend worship gatherings following 
this service project.
    Please pray that God will use conversations and new relationships 
to draw many to seek and find hope in our only source for hope, 
Jesus Christ.

Local Missions
The 2016 year saw new ministries added, many of our ongoing ministries continue, as well 
some ministries expand. We are so thankful for the many volunteers who contributed so 
much to bless our neighbors in Hampton Roads!
    We continue to see new believers in the Tuesday luncheon we provide for international 
students and scholars at Old Dominion University. There have been at least six professions 
of faith, and each was baptized. These new believers will now return to their home countries 
as missionaries. Some who previously returned home are reaching their families for Christ, as 
well as beginning to hold Bible studies for their co-workers.
    A new area of ministry is sponsoring a youth football league in South Norfolk. What a 
wonderful opportunity to reach hundreds of children and family members through sports, 
prayer, and Scripture memorization. This program will likely expand next year, and there is  
a great need for coaches, helpers, and people who can serve as team chaplains. 
    The English as a Second Language (ESL) classes offered on Sunday evenings has had 
great success, as well. There were an average of more than 30 students who regularly 
attended. The students were greatly appreciative for our teachers who have been faithfully 
teaching, some for several years now.
    The Vietnamese Fellowship has seen strong numbers continue for their events throughout 
the year. With more than 5,000 Vietnamese in our community, there is a great need to share 
the good news and offer a gathering place for discipleship and worship. Please be in prayer 
for the upcoming Christmas program — that our guests will hear a clear presentation of the 
gospel and respond. Please also pray that God will raise up a leader to guide this fellowship 
to become a vibrant church for the Vietnamese community.
    There are so many areas in which First Baptist Norfolk serves the seven cities of Hampton 
Roads. Information can be found in multiple locations, including our 24/7 Newsletter. There is 
a place for you in local missions, so please contact the Missions Office for more information.
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Ready Church
Fire, wind, flood, ice, earthquake, terrorism … all are forces that leave humanity hurting and 
seeking the Living Hope of Jesus Christ.
    Through programs of the North American Mission Board (NAMB) and Baptist Global 
Response (BGR), Southern Baptists respond to these calamities through Southern Baptist 
Disaster Relief. First Baptist Norfolk partners with NAMB and BGR through the Southern 
Baptist Conservatives of Virginia (SBCV) to participate in these ministries worldwide. Outside 
of North America, these activities are achieved through BGR, a Southern Baptist international 
disaster relief and community development organization. 
    The humanitarian services provided by Southern Baptists include mass feeding, flood 
clean-up, fire clean-up, tree removal, temporary roof repairs, hot showers, laundry service, 
emergency childcare, and home and church reconstruction. But humanitarian relief is not the 
primary purpose of these ministries; bringing glory to God by these good deeds (Matthew 
5:15-16) is the chief purpose, along with sharing the Living Hope of Jesus Christ (1 Peter 1:3) 
with those confronted by the calamity. Thousands of people have accepted Christ as their 
Savior and Lord as a result of the testimony of Southern Baptist Disaster Relief workers. 
    In 2016, members of First Baptist Norfolk have ministered following floods in Fairlea, West 
Virginia; Baton Rouge, Louisiana; and Virginia Beach, as well as earthquake response in Nepal.
    The harvest is great; the workers are few. God is at work in these ministries — please join us. 
Contact the First Baptist Norfolk Missions Ministry office for more information.
    To participate in Southern Baptist Disaster Relief, workers must complete a weekend training 
program, a criminal background check, and be issued an identification credential to be in a 
disaster zone. The Disaster Relief training dates for 2017 are as follows (exact locations will be 
announced in the future):
• Feb. 25 – Southeast Virginia  • April 7/8 – Valley region
• March 25 – Central Virginia  • April 29 – Northern Virginia



Truly, I say to you, as you did 
it to one of the least of these 
my brothers, you did it to me.
Matthew 25:40 (ESV)
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MISSION JOURNEYS

Canada
June 2016
We continue to be thankful for the exciting and fruitful partnership with our church plants in 
Montreal and Edmonton! God’s favor is abundant and His light is shining brightly through the 
ministries of these new churches.
    La Chapelle launched its first church plant, Mile End, in early 2016, and God is blessing in 
amazing ways. Lives are being transformed by the gospel, and people are being baptized and 
joining that community of faith in reaching even deeper into the fabric of the city of Montreal. 
Please pray for Pastor David Mirck and Mile End as they strive to push back the darkness in the 
least evangelized city of North America.
    Of course, La Chapelle is continuing to run strong in ministry and numbers even after launching 
Mile End. There are two church planters on staff training to launch the next two church plants in 
2017 and 2018. Praise God for allowing First Baptist Norfolk to be a small part of the wonderful 
things God is doing in awakening Montreal to the hope and life found in Jesus!
    Pastor Nate Vedoya is leading the new church plant in Edmonton, Church in the Valley, as 
they sow seeds in the hard soil of this city that is very similar to Montreal. Please pray for 
Pastor Nate and this church as they do the hard work of loving on their neighbors and pointing 
them to Jesus. We look forward to having this young pastor with us in early 2017 to share the 
vision and how our partnership can help reach his city to be transformed by the good news of 
Jesus Christ!

France
June 2016
Our team traveled via plane, train, and automobile to arrive at our farmhouse lodging in 
Souge, France. We arrived weary, yet excited to see what the Lord planned to do through 
and in us during the coming week. Our theme for the week was “Bringing the Light,” and 
we had the opportunity to do that literally by installing a new panel board at the farmhouse 
and successfully rewiring and installing lighting for the future worship center. By the end 
of the week, we celebrated with worship and Communion there. The ladies on the team 
prayer-walked a cluster of villages for which the church plant will be established. Life in these 
peaceful and picturesque small villages goes on much as is has for generations, but there is 
little evidence of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
    The team’s women planned for a Ladies’ Ministry outreach on Friday evening, and about  
16 lovely younger and older ladies from the village attended. After a traditional French home-
cooked dinner, we sang praise songs, and two team members shared their testimonies. Lively 
discussion followed regarding the reality and power of God. On Saturday evening, the team 
attended a community covered dish dinner, and many families in the village came for a long 
evening of eating and socializing with friends. 
    It was a full and powerful week in France with this greatly gifted and called team. We 
believe that the Lord accomplished His plans through us. We met some wonderful French 
people and made connections for the church plant. We will continue to pray for them and  
the missionaries we worked with as we continue to wait on the Lord for the next French  
“adventure in Him.” Thank you, First Baptist Norfolk for sharing in this missions journey 
through your love and financial and prayer support! 
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Peru
July 2016
Our partnership with Primera Iglesia Bautista, Villa El Salvador, continues to be strong.  
God continues to bless this local church, Pastor Tito Torres, and his wife Mariane, and we  
are grateful for the opportunity to serve together in a very hard place.
    Our plans were to conduct medical, dental, and eye clinics in a squatter village where a 
new church plant has started. Of course, our plans do not always match God’s plans. On our 
first day, there were many people already lined up for the clinics and it was cold, but Pastor 
Tito shared that there were no doctors or dentists available to run the clinic.
    In our human spirit, we assumed the day was going to be wasted, because surely everyone 
would leave once they found out the doctors and dentists would not be there. God had other 
plans, though. No one left, and our team had more time to share the gospel story with each 
individual. There were about 80 new believers after the  
first day! What a joy it is to see God orchestrate events  
for His glory.
    The team also provided programs for children, women, 
and couples during the week. It was also a tremendous 
blessing to participate in worship services with Pastor Tito 
and the wonderful people of Villa El Salvador. Please pray 
for God to raise up leaders to help Pastor Tito in the work 
of the ministry. 

Uruguay
July 2016
First Baptist Norfolk saw its first new church plant launched in the 
capital city of Montevideo this past summer (winter there). We are 
thrilled to partner with Pastor Juan Olivera in establishing Iglesia 
Bautista El Ancla.
    Pastor Vernig Suarez, pastor of the Hispanic Fellowship of First 
Baptist Norfolk (Iglesia Bautista del Camino), joined the church in 
their opening services, as well as provided training during the week 
that included evangelism and discipleship.
    Pastor Suarez joined Pastor Olivera and members of the church in 
prayer-walking and other outreach activities. The church is located 
in a good location with many young families, and there is already a 
strong core team assisting Pastor Olivera in reaching their community 
for Christ.
    Please pray for this new church, Pastor Olivera, and his family. 
The challenges of starting a new church and the spiritual battles are 
great, especially in this very secular culture.

South Dakota
July 2016
Our mission trip to South Dakota was in support of Connection 
Church in Sturgis. One way we supported the church was by helping 
them set up for worship. We also passed out flyers to different parts 
of the city informing them of block parties in the evening. Before the 
block party each night, we helped set up the equipment. In addition, 
we manned the food tables and bounce houses so that members of 
Connection Church could greet and meet neighbors, friends, families, 
and other attendees. This allowed Connection members to invite 
the people who came to the block party to their church, making 
outreach connections in their community.

MISSION JOURNEYS
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Israel
July 2016
We had the opportunity to serve with the Directors of the Jerusalem Prayer Center (JPC) 
for about a week as they trained us to take care of the building and grounds of the JPC, 
guide people to the prayer room, give tours, and prepare snacks and beverages. The second 
week of our stay we manned the JPC while the directors returned home to America for their 
annual respite. The JPC is a house of prayer for all people, and is open for people to use eight 
hours a day, six days a week. Many missionaries and Christian workers come to the center to 
focus on God in prayer and be recharged in the prayer room. 
    We met a pastor from Singapore named Ben, who had guided a tour of 50 Cambodian college 
students at the Garden Tomb. Ben shared the gospel with them, and 30 students accepted 
Christ as their savior. We also had the pleasure of working for several days alongside eight young 
people from a program called the World Race. These young people, ages 24-32, raise their own 
support and then go on mission to eleven countries in eleven months.
    It was an honor and a joy to be allowed to serve in this very special and powerful place. 
While we worked very hard, we also had some downtime that allowed us to see many of the 
holy places. More amazing than seeing these special places, however, was the time we spent 
with many Christian workers. Our IMB missionaries are some of the hardest working people 
we have ever met. We also met Atif and Hope, an elderly pastor and his wife from Lebanon 
and Jordan, who have pastored the First Baptist Bible Church in Jerusalem for over 50 years. 

Malawi
August 2016
What an amazing journey in this country! Every day seemed to bring 
new and greater surprises to our team. We were blessed to plant a 
church in the village of Komoyo several years ago, and it continues 
to grow stronger every year. We were encouraged to participate in a 
worship service with over 300 people from the village, more than we 
had ever experienced.
    We also had the pleasure of opening the new health clinic, funded 
in large part through our church’s 2015 Vacation Bible School. We 
had planned two days of clinics, and we ran out of medicine by 1 PM 
on the first day. After restocking, our two doctors saw almost 200 
patients the second day. Every person who was treated also heard a 
presentation of the gospel. At least 125 made first-time decisions to 
believe in Jesus and follow Him.
    We showed the Jesus Film in a neighboring village and between 
600-700 people attended, with many of them making decisions for 
Christ. A new church plant was starting in the village the very next 
Sunday. Please pray for this new church in Mkangamira.
    There were many more wonderful stories to tell, but you should go 
and experience them yourself!

MISSION JOURNEYS

Leesburg, VA
July 2016
Our team traveled to Leesburg to work with Rising Church, a church 
plant whose pastor is Jason Lamb. The team attended Sunday worship 
service with Rising Church at their current meeting location in the Ida 
Lee Park Recreation Center. 
    We spent Sunday afternoon visiting the surrounding neighborhood, 
distributing door hangers and inviting members of the community to 
Vacation Bible School (VBS). Prayers were answered in that Cross-
roads Baptist Church allowed us to use their facilities again this year. 
After canvassing the neighborhood, the team decorated the church 
in preparation for VBS, which would begin that Monday. The VBS was 
held each day, Monday through Thursday. By week’s end, attendance 
had increased so much that we had to divide the children into smaller, 
more workable groups.
    In addition to VBS, we held a Block Party with the members of 
Rising Church that was attended by approximately 175 people. 
Though hindered by the terrible heat, this dedicated team was not 
deterred from service for the Lord. Next year will be a real challenge, 
especially since it appears we will outgrow the current facility. As 
such, additional team members will be needed in 2017. 
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MISSION JOURNEYS

Southeast Asia
God is working in amazing ways in Asia and especially in Southeast Asia. Our partnerships and 
ministries are diverse and multi-faceted. We continue to serve alongside local churches and 
house churches to strengthen and encourage them. They struggle with so many obstacles that 
we cannot even imagine, so they need our continuous prayers for protection, security, health, 
and fruitful harvests.
    We also continue focusing on working with university students, many of whom have come 
in from rural provinces and are open to spiritual conversations like never before — and perhaps 
never again once leaving school. Therefore, this is a window of opportunity where truth can be 
spoken into their lives, and we can see the transformation take place through a relationship with 
Jesus Christ. Many continue to make decisions to trust Jesus with their lives and are baptized.
    Finally, our service as missionaries to an unreached people group is progressing but slowly. 
We experienced the first believer in this tribe of almost 100,000 earlier this year! Praise God 
for this woman who has stepped out in faith, even though she continues to face obstacles in 
trying to live her life as a Christian. Please pray that we will do an effective job of providing 
discipleship and encouragement, as well as influencing others in this tribe to find the hope 
that only God provides.

East Asia
Our work in East Asia continues to center primarily on connecting with university students 
and young professionals. Through visits to local universities, coffee house meetings, and 
tourist activities, our teams strive to develop relationships with the goal of sharing our faith, 
seeing people make decisions to follow Christ, and then connecting them with a local body 
of believers for discipleship.
    In this populous nation, thousands are coming to faith in Christ every day. When they make 
this step of faith, it is an amazing commitment due to the significant cost of following Jesus 
in this area.
    Serving alongside our IMB personnel and local believers, we have seen great results 
through multiple trips to this Asian country. In addition to new believers, we also have been 
able to encourage our missionaries and the local churches.
    There is still much work to do, and the need is so great, but God is a big God! Pray that 
God will raise up great leaders in this nation so they can reach their country for the kingdom. 



Next Steps ... How Can I Serve?
After looking through the pages of this magazine and reading about the many ways God is working 
through First Baptist Norfolk in the area of missions, you may be asking yourself, “How can I serve?”
 There are many diff erent opportunities available — everything from volunteering at the Park Place 
Health and Dental Clinic in Norfolk to being part of an international Mission Journey to Southeast Asia. 
To fi nd out what is available and how you can be involved, simply visit fi rstnorfolk.org/missions or call 
the Missions Ministry offi  ce at 757.466.5181. We would love for you to come Live the Mission with us!

312 Kempsville Road
Norfolk, VA  23502

757.461.3226   www.firstnorfolk.org

Partnership in the Gospel
But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses 
in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth. Acts 1:8 (ESV)
    Amazing! Wonderful! Outstanding! There just doesn’t seem to be an adequate description for 
the miracles God has provided our church and teams this year. Although it seemed like we had 
arrived at the end of the earth at times, it has been a glorious year of serving our Lord.
    God has opened doors of opportunities for our members to participate in earthquake recovery 
in Nepal as well as fl ood recovery in our local cities. We have provided health care for those 
unable to have adequate care here locally, as well as helped build health clinics in Africa and Asia.
    We have taught English classes internationally, as well as for our local Vietnamese community. 
We continue to serve this community through many activities each year, and the relationship 
between First Baptist Norfolk and the Vietnamese Community of Hampton Roads grows stronger 
each year.
    There is no shortage of needs here locally or around the world. Would you join us in praying 
for discernment in being obedient to God’s will for our church as we strive to reach the nations 
for the kingdom? There is a place for each of us in missions, so let us help you fi nd the right 
place to serve.   

Pastor Curt having a Gospel conversation 
with young professionals in Southeast Asia

Curt Breland, Minister of Missions Mobilization

UUPGs 
How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in 
him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? 
Romans 10:14 (ESV)
    Following the Great Commission is not just a suggestion, it is a command, and First Baptist 
Norfolk takes this task seriously. We must have a sense of urgency and not rest until all nations 
have heard the good news. This remains one of our highest priorities — reaching those who 
have little or no access to the gospel.
    One of the greatest things that happened this past year was seeing a woman become the 
fi rst Christian in her entire Southeast Asian tribe of almost 100,000 people! Please pray for “H” 
to remain faithful in her spiritual walk in the face of great opposition. Pray that we are able to 
continue to provide people to walk beside and disciple her.
    And of course, our goal is to see a church planting movement take place in this area of 
Southeast Asia. It can begin through the testimony of this new believer and the work our teams 
will continue to do over the next few years. Pray that many will come to follow Jesus and we 
can see our fi rst church planted for this tribe.


